Dr. Reid's own belief was that puerperal septicaemia was caused by septic infection from without, and that what was peculiar to it in a lying-in woman was due to her hydraeinic condition, and to the further change in her blood-condition, brought about by the throwing into the circulation of the products of the muscular tissue which had been used up, as a result, perhaps, of a severe labour, and also by the throwing in of the excrementitious matter supplied by involution beginning within a few hours of delivery. Her blood thus formed a good soil for the spread of septic matter, and, if once introduced, it did spread with results which all recognised as of terrible fatality.
Dr. Halliday Groom (of Edinburgh) thanked the Society for the permission to be present and to take part in the discussion.
He had been struck with the title of Dr. Buchanan's paper: it was on "A Case of Puerperal Fever;" whereas, thirty years or so ago, one would have expected to 
